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Corruption is everywhere in the
federations… elections, doping tests,
mega-events, everything… without the
help of the public no solutions can be
found…. If nothing happens, the future
will be difficult… New groups of sport
leaders are emerging from countries
where money seems to grow on trees…
they can buy all the influence they wish.
Tamás Aján, President of the InternationaI
Weightlifting Federation, Hon. Member of the
IOC

Play the Game:
Home for the homeless questions in sport
•

•
•

•

•

•

Strengthen ethical foundation
of sport and promote
democracy, transparency and
freedom of expression
10 international conferences
since 1997
Worldwide networks for
journalists, researchers and
sports officials
First to address EPO, matchfixing, doping trade, FIFA
corruption
www.playthegame.org,
newsletter, networking,
research projects
Since 2011 part of Danish
Institute for Sports Studies

The intimidating, self-centered, obsessed,
agressive, exaggerating parody…
• Andrew Jennings,
Daily Mail,
freelance, BBC
Panorama
• Lords of the Rings
in the 1990’ies
• Thomas Kistner,
Süddeutsche
Zeitung
• Jens Weinreich,
Berliner Zeitung
and freelance

The ISL affair
• 2008: Swiss court confirms 142 mio
CHF in bribes from the ISL to sport
1989-2001?
• Havelange and Teixeira takes most
of the blame (41 mio CHF)
• 2010: FIFA accepts in Swiss court
settlement that Blatter knew of
bribes
• 2012: Swiss high court releases
names
• 70 % of ISL bribes still not
accounted for

João Havelange

Ricardo Teixeira

Hassan Moustafa:
Handball pharao
• President since 2000
• Travelled for 400,000$ without
receipts
• Tried to fix OG Qualifiers 2008
• Fired critics
• In 2009 salary raise from 30,000
to ca 500,000 CHF
• Demands insight in doping testing
plans
• 2007-2009: Earned 602,000
Euros as advisor for Sportfive
• Criminal investigation abandoned
• 204 nations, only 84 with national
teams

Volleyball:
The Acosta royalty
• Rubén Acosta FIVB President
1984-2008
• 10% for FIVB-representatives
signing contracts
• The president signs them all
• Code of Conduct: Criticism not
allowed
• Falsified accounts in 2000, but
acquitted in 2006
• Got away with $40 mio – still
claims $5 from FIVB

Ruining a
whistleblower
• 2002: Mario Goijman and
Argentine Federation (FAV) host
World Championships
• 2003: excluded by Acosta, and
denied $800,000

• 2005: Goijman speaks at Play
the Game
• 2010: FIVB President Wei
compensates Goijman for legal
expenses, but…
• 2013: Goijman is ruined and
sport won’t help

• December 2014: Brazilian
state controllers CGU
confirm irregularities
revealed by ESPN Brasil
• Secret contracts with two
sons-in-law
Volleyball president under • Contracts worth 4 mio USD
to two front companies
fire at home
owned by collaborators for
fictitious services
• CGU: Companies without
nameplate and staff
• Partner Fabio Azevedo….
now Director General of the
FIVB
• Police investigation started
• All allegations denied

IWF: Olympic money to
secret bank accounts
•

Grit Hartmann, WDR and freelance

•

internal critical auditing found

•

Incomplete annual financial reports

•

IOC grants worth 23 mio US$ placed on
two secret Swiss accounts

•

Independent auditors say at least 5 million
US$ missing

•

Cash payments normal practice

•

2011 IOC rejects to investigate

•

2012 CAS rejects complaints about the IOC

TamásAján

International
athletics:
Worse than FIFA?
•

•

•
•

•

2014-2015: Hajo Seppelt,
German ARD-TV reveals
systemic corruption and
doping in Russian and
international athletics
Lamine Diack, IAAF
president 1999-2015,
charged with blackmailing
athletes of 1 mio Euro
Whistleblowers in exile
WADA describes”parallel
governance system” with
sons of Diack
IAAF undergo deep reform

17 October 2010: Tipping point for sports debate

A wave of investigations
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

USA: FIFA corruption >$150 mio, vote buying for IAAF events
and Winter Olympics, IOC, USOC….
Switzerland: World Cups 2018 and 2022
Brazil: Vote buying for Rio 2016, ticket touting, Nuzman/Olympic
Committee, football federation CBF, volleyball
France: IAAF, IOC, Qatar…
Germany: World Cup 2006, DFB
Austria and Norway: IBF (biathlon)
Officials from 49 countries involved

“Journalists, anti-corruption
associations, whistleblowers from
all over the world are decisive.
Without them, we couldn't do
anything.
How many times have we all
heard about journalists’ work: “It
is all rubbish, it is rumours“. And
how many times have we
discovered, later, that is was not.
We couldn't have even started
some of our major cases without
the previous work of independent
journalists. And I stress the word
‘independent’.”
Jean-Yves Lourgouilloux, public
prosecutor, France

Monopoly and family

•

De facto monopolies

•

Extremely attractive products

•

Little external control

•

Lack of internal checks and balances

•

Family culture

•

One nation-one vote principle

•

Redistribution of funds loaded with
conflict of interest

•

Autonomy as a shield for fraud

• Benchmarking tool for
sports federations
• Four dimensions
Transparency
Checks and
balances
Democracy
Solidarity
• Full report on 35
Olympic federations at
Play the Game 2015
• Authored by Dr. Arnout
Geeraert, KU Leuven

www.sportsgovernanceobserver.org

Sports Governance Observer 2015 data show:
 Four federations (11%) have nominations committee that
performs integrity and professional checks.
 12 federations (35%) publish externally audited annual
financial reports.
 None of the federations publish reports on remuneration,
including per diem payments and bonuses, of its board
members and senior officials.
 Six (17%) federations have clear conflict of interest rules.
Seven (20%) federations do not have conflict of interest
rules.
 In none of the federations, the selection of host candidates
for major events takes place according to a transparent and
objective process, in which bidding dossiers are reviewed
independently and assigned a score on the basis of preestablished criteria.
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Benefits of
better governance
• It increases the legitimacy
of your organisation
• It creates public trust
• It makes you a credible
partner against matchfixing
and corruption
• It will allow your members
to engage more
• It will make your
organisation more efficient
in realising its goals

Good governance does not solve all problems.
But without good governance,
no problem will be solved.

...It’s your move!

